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Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Is Buried 




John F. Kennedy Jr. touched his father’s gravestone yesterday after he and Caroline Kennedy Schlossberg, 
right, kissed their mother's coffin at the conclusion of services at Arlington National Cemetery. 




By R. W. APPLE Jr. 

Special lo The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, May 23 - Eulo-, 
gized by President Clinton as a “re- 
markable woman whose life will for- 
ever glow in the lives of her fellow 
Americans/ 1 Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis was buried today on an Ar-! 
lington hillside next to her martyred 
first husband, the 35th President of 
the United States. 

The eternal flame that Mrs. Onas- 
sis lighted three decades ago as a 34- 
year-old widow flickered in a sum- 
mery breeze as the President spoke 
of her courage at the time of John F. 
Kennedy's assassination, when her 
poise and dignity helped to salve the 
nation’s wounds, and of her kindness 
to him and to Hillary Rodham Clinton 
as they searched for ways to shield 
their daughter, Chelsea, from the cor- 
rosive glare of publicity. 

“God gave her very great gifts and 
imposed upon her great burdens,” 
Mr. Clinton said. “She bore them all 
with dignity and grace and uncom- 
mon common sense.” 

In keeping with Mrs. Onassis’s pas- 
sion for privacy, it was a modest, 11- 
minute ceremony, with fewer than 
100 people standing near the grave in 
the midday sun. There were brief 
readings by the two children, John F. 
Kennedy Jr. and Caroline Kennedy 
Schlossberg, whose then-tiny hands 
so tightly clutched those of their 
mother at their father’s funeral — a 
heart-rending picture that is burned 
into the memory of every American 
old enough to remember. 

Finally, 64 bells rang out from the 
tower of the Washington Cathedral 



Rites in New York 
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across the Potomac River, one for 
each year of a life suddenly cut short 
by lymphoma, a form of cancer. 

At the funeral Mass at the Church 
of St. Ignatius Loyola in Manhattan 
this morning, Senator Edward M. 
Kennedy of Massachusetts recalled 
that Mrs. Onassis had once said that 
“if you bungle raising your children, 
nothing else much matters in life.” 
She did not do so, he said, for all the 
obstacles that fate had cast into her 
path, and her two children, he said, 
“are her two miracles.” 

Despite her dazzling successes in 
the White House, despite her second 



marriage to the the shipowner Aris- 
totle Onassis, despite the paparazzi 
who dogged her steps, Senator Ken- 
nedy said that “she never wanted 
public notice - in part, I think, be- 
cause it brought back painful memo- 
ries of an unbearable sorrow, en- 
dured in the glare of a million lights.” 

Since she died last Thursday 
evening in her Fifth Avenue apart- 
ment after a short illness, Mrs. Onas- 
sis has been praised by politicians, 
historians and news commentators 
for her style, her taste, her bravery in 
the face of crushing tragedy, her de- 
votion as a mother and her stubborn 
insistence on living by her own lights. 
Her passing broke a link to a time 
when politicians were often heroes, a 
time of sweet optimism that was 
soured by Vietnam and Watergate. 

In a vulgar era when celebrity is 
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something to be cashed in on, she 
seemed to many to symbolize a more 
refined and more ordered way of life. 

The historian Michael Beschloss 
argued that Mrs. Onassis was one of 
the two most important First Ladies 
of the century, the other, in his view, 
having been Eleanor Roosevelt. 
Pierre Salinger, the White House 
press secretary in the Kennedy White 
House, insisted that she was a figure 
of substance as well as glamor. Presi- 
dent Lyndon B. Johnson, he said, 
wanted to nominate her as Ambassa- 
dor to France, but she dissuaded him. 

“She made a rare and noble contri- 
bution to the American spirit,” said 
Senator Kennedy. At no point did he 
or any other speaker at the funeral 
Mass make the slightest allusion to 
Mrs. Onassis’s second marriage, 
which was widely criticized in the 
news media at the time as inappro- 
priate. 

Touchstone of Continuity 

The church, a 96-year-old neoclas- 
sic limestone structure on Park Ave- 
nue at 84th Street, was the same one 
where Jacqueline Bouvier was bap- 
tized as an infant and confirmed as a 
teen-ager — a continuity rare in mod- 
ern America, where people’s lives 
often carry them far from their ori- 
gins. Perhaps in memory of those I 
days, the officiating priest, the Rev. j 
Walter Modrys, pronounced her ; 
name' in the French manner, zhak- 
LEEN, as she preferred when young, 
and not in the American way, JACK- 
well-in, as became common later. 

Tradition was also served in the 
preponderance of family members 
among the readers, pallbearers and 
other participants in the Mass. One 
pallbearer was William Kennedy 
Smith, a nephew of Mrs. Onassis, who 
was acquitted on rape charges in 
December 1991, after a late-night 
drinking incident in Palm Beach, 
Fla., that March. 

John Kennedy Jr. said that the 
family had struggled to set the right 
tone for the funeral and had finally 
decided that three things “defined 
my mother’s essence: her love of 
words, the bonds of home and family 
and her spirit of adventure.” 

Maurice Tempelsman, Mrs. Kenne- 
dy’s companion of recent years, read 
a favorite poem, “Ithaka,” by the 
Alexandrian Greek, C. P. Cafavy. 
Mrs. Schlossberg read another, 
“Memory of Cape Cod,” by the Amer- 
ican poet Edna St. Vincent Millay. 

Outsiders were also involved. Mike 
Nichols, the director , who occasional- 
ly escorted Mrs. Onassis in New York 



Associated Press 

Jacqueline Kennedy and her children, John and Caroline, visiting the 
grave of President John F. Kennedy in Arlington National Cemetery in : 
1964, sixth months after his assassination on Nov. 22, 1963. 



in the 1970*s, read a scriptural pas- 
sage, and the soprano Jessye Norman 
i sang a pair of hymns, Franck’s Panis 
Angelicus and Schubert’s Ave Maria. 

! Daryl Hannah, the actress friend of 
John Kennedy Jr., was there, as were 
four senators with close ties to the 
j family: John Glenn of Ohio, Daniel 
; Patrick Moynihan of New York, John 
Kerry of Massachusetts and Clai- 
borne Pell of Rhode Island. With the 
aid of a plastic cane, President John- 
son’s widow, Lady Bird, now silver- 
haired and rarely seen in public, 
moved slowly up the steps of the 
church, at Park Avenue and 84th , 
Street. 

Mrs. Clinton attended the Mass, but 
her husband did not. He met the char- 
tered plane carrying Mrs. Onassis’s 
body to Washington at National Air- 
port and rode with the hearse and 
members of the family to Arlington, 
Va. 

The family arrived at Arlington 
National Cemetery in three long, 
black limousines. The grave itself 
was covered in green cloth and with 
greenery that was carefully arranged 
and sprayed with water for freshness 
just before the family arrived. 



The retired Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishop of New Orleans, the Rev. Phil- 
ip M. Hannan, an old family friend, 
conducted the service. As auxiliary 
bishop of Washington in 1963, he con- 
ducted John F. Kennedy’s funeral. 
Today, he chose six sad words to 
capture the mood. Mrs. Onassis, he 
said, was “so dearly beloved, so sore- 
ly missed.” 

• Mrs. Onassis’ coffin was carried to 
the grave by professional pallbearers 
who were preceded, at a steady and 
somber gait, by Archbishop Hannan 
and the Kennedy cousins and another 
friend of the family who served as 
honorary pallbearers. They included 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Timothy Shri- 
ver, Christopher Lawford, William 
Kennedy Smith, Edward M. Kennedy 
Jr. and Jack Walsh, a retired Secret 
Service agent who guarded both Car- 
oline and John throughout their child- 
hoods. 

The archbishop’s magenta surplice 
and skullcap and the bright peach- 
colored lapels on Mrs. Clinton’s black 
suit were the only splashes of color in 
the black-clad procession. 

Among the people gathered at the 
grave for the burial service were. 
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Ceremony 

Mrs. onassis’ s sister, Lee Radziwill 
Ross; her stepbrother, Hugh Auchin- 
closs, and three Kennedy sisters — 
Jean Kennedy Smith, Patricia Ken- 
nedy Lawford and Eunice Kennedy 
Shriver — as well as Senator Ken- 
nedy, who is the only survivor of the 
four Kennedy brothers. 

Also at the grave were Nancy 
Tuckerman, who worked for Jacque- 
line Kennedy in the White House and 
remained a friend and sometime 
spokeswoman ; Providencia Paredes, 
who was her personal maid in the 
White House; Ms. Paredes’s son, 
Gustavo, who grew up with John Jr. 
and remains a good friend, and Ms. 
Hannah, the actress. No relatives of 
the late Mr. Onassis were there. 

Rose Kennedy, the family matri- 
arch, who will be 104 years old in 
July, was unable to attend. 

Some members of the group 
dabbed at their eyes as the 11-minute 
service progressed. Archbishop Han- 
nan gently reminded them that a fu- 
neral is as much “for the consolation 
of the living as it is for the comfort of 
the deceased.” 

Mr. Clinton recalled his conversa- 
tions with Mrs. Onassis and the time 
that he spent sailing with her when he 
and his family vacationed on Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard last summer. 

“In the end she cared most about 
being a good mother to her children,” 
he said, “and the lives of Caroline and 
John leave no doubt that she was that, 
and more.” 

The President concluded: “We say 
| goodbye to Jackie. May the flame she 
1 lit so long ago burn ever here and 
always brighter in our hearts.” 

John Jr. read from Thessalonians 
4:13-18, and Caroline read Psalm 121. 
Thirteen white-clad Navy Sea Chant- 
ers, the same group that sang at 
i President Richard M. Nixon’s funeral 
last month, sang “Eternal Father, 
Strong to Save,” which is also known 
! as the Navy Hymn. 

• Only the second First Lady to be 
buried at Arlington National Ceme- 
tery - Mrs. William Howard Taft, 
also interred next to her husband, is 
the other — Mrs. Onassis now rests in 
a cluster of Kennedys on the slope 
1 below the creamy Doric columns of 
the Custis-Lee mansion. In addition to 
! President Kennedy, they are his 
I brother, Robert F. Kennedy, assassi- 
Inated during the 1968 Presidential 
! campaign; her unnamed daughter, 
stillborn in 1956, and her infant son, 

1 Patrick, who died in 1963. 

Afterward, Caroline and John Jr. 
kneeled at the grave, selected flowers 
from a bouquet and kissed their 
mother’s coffin. Caroline went to join 
her husband then, but John walked 
on, leaning down to touch the graves 
of his father and Patrick, before he 
joined the family for a brief walk to 




After a modest graveside service for Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis at the 
eternal flame that she lighted at Arlington three decades ago, two guests 
who attended the service yesterday returned to pay their final respects. 
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